
 
 

Join Silicon Valley HealthCorps VISTA! 

The Health Trust has joined together with AmeriCorps VISTA and five local community based 
organizations in San Jose, CA to form Silicon Valley HealthCorps VISTA. The goal of this 
program is to expand current efforts at each of these partner organizations to increase access to 
healthy foods among low-income populations and to promote long-term sustainability measures 
to ensure these efforts continue long after VISTA resources end. Silicon Valley HealthCorps 
VISTAs will work at our partner sites to increase the availability and affordability of fresh, 
healthy food through enhancing existing food distribution models and developing capacity for 
low-income residents’ to grow their own produce. Silicon Valley HealthCorps VISTA is 
currently recruiting members for the 2015-2016 program year. All positions are full-time, year-
long positions beginning in August, with the possibility of being extended every year for up to 
three years.   While skills may vary for different VISTA positions, the ideal VISTA candidate 
will have the following attributes: knowledge of current issues concerning food, health, and 
sustainable gardening practices; articulate oral and written communication skills; and a 
commitment to the vision of the organization.  Benefits include $18,180/year living allowance, 
$3,636/year housing subsidy, $5,550 post-service education award, health insurance coverage, 
and professional development trainings. 

In order to apply for VISTA, the following minimum qualifications must be met: 

 Be at least 18 years old upon entering VISTA training. There is no upper age limit. 
 Be a U.S. citizen or have permanent resident status. 
 Not be listed in the National Sex Offender Registry database as having been convicted of sex- 

related crimes. 
 Be willing to submit fingerprints for a criminal history background check. 
 Be in a position to offer full-time service for one year. 
 Be able to relate previous education, training, military, or work experience, and demonstrate 

other relevant skills or interests necessary to perform a specific VISTA assignment. 
 Be willing, to the maximum extent practicable, to live among and at the economic level of the 

low-income people served by VISTA projects. 
 Understand that VISTAs serve on a full-time basis. Therefore, VISTAs cannot hold part-time 

jobs, enroll in school during program hours, or be subjects of legal proceedings (civil or 
criminal) that may consume time needed for VISTA assignments. VISTA service cannot be 
used to satisfy service requirements of parole or probation. 

 Attend a CNCS-sponsored VISTA Pre-Service Orientation Training on August 24th-
August27th  in Portland, OR. 

 
  



Position Title: Garden to Table Harvest/Outreach Manager VISTA member 
Location: 651 Macredes Avenue San Jose, CA 95116 
Service Period: August 2015-August 2016  

 
Description of Garden to Table: 
Garden to Table is a growing urban agriculture non-profit whose goal is to build a sustainable 
local food system in San Jose. In addition to operating a one-acre urban farm in downtown San 
Jose, Garden to Table has provided garden and nutrition education to hundreds of elementary 
students, built community gardens for over 50 households, harvested and donated over 40,000 
lbs of fruit to local food programs, and changed local laws to facilitate urban agriculture. As the 
local food movement evolves, Garden to Table is focused on creating revenue-generating 
opportunities to sustain the organization over the long-term, and increase the amount of healthy 
food consumed in San Jose for people of all incomes. This position is critical to that goal.  
 
Position Description: 
The Harvest/Outreach Manager will conduct outreach and coordinate volunteer activities to 
harvest and distribute produce picked from neighborhood fruit trees and Garden to Table’s 
Taylor Street Farm. There are three core activities for this position. One: conduct outreach to 
bring in regular volunteers to help with our farm and fruit-harvesting program. Two: actively 
recruit and train fruit picking leaders in different downtown San Jose neighborhoods to lead fruit 
harvesting events and build a sustainable structure to maintain the fruit-picking program 
throughout downtown San Jose. Three: assist the local food systems planning manager to 
coordinate distribution/sales to Good. To. Go. corner stores, restaurants, customers on the farm, 
and local food programs from households interested in selling fruit from their trees, as well as 
the Taylor Street Farm. 
 
Primary Duties: 
 Recruit and coordinate volunteers to harvest fruit from neighborhood trees, and 

vegetables from Taylor Street Farm 
 Recruit fruit picking volunteers from low-income communities, track volunteer hours, 

train fruit picking volunteers, and help volunteers develop leadership skill sets 
 Identify and recruit potential neighborhood fruit picking leaders to lead fruit harvesting 

events 
 Work with local food system planning manager to train fruit picking leaders to provide 

sustainable structure when VISTA program is over 
 Conduct outreach and engage new homeowners to sign new fruit tree donors 
 Work with local food system planning manager to identify and train new corner 

stores/vendors on how to buy/sell produce from G2T’s fruit tree donors and Taylor Street 
Farm 

 Track all harvest and distribution activities, sales, and volunteer hours 
 Coordinate produce deliveries to local food programs and local vendors 
 Track and report on VISTA performance measures 
 

 
 
 



Skills: 
 Excellent communication skills (both writing and public speaking) 
 High level of organization and time management 
 Data management skills (managing large databases of information, and teasing out what 

the data means via charts, graphs, etc.)  
 Computer Literacy Skills (Office, Word, Google Docs, Dropbox) 
 Experience with volunteer outreach, recruitment, and retention is preferred 
 Understanding of gardening and nutrition 
 Interest in local food systems  
 Culturally competent and comfortable in multicultural community 
 Fluency in Spanish is preferred 
 Strong leadership skills 

 
 
Application Instructions: 
To apply to the Garden To Table Volunteer Network Coordinator VISTA position, please send 
your cover letter and resume to Zach Lewis at zach@garden2table.org. Please type “Garden To 
Table Harvest/Outreach Manager VISTA application” in the subject line. 
 
Applicants MUST also apply through the americorps.gov website: 
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?id=60560&fromSearch=true  
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